
We are full of excitement as we enter our 20  year since Léanne Keet, our
Founding Director, first launched Masikhule. We have certainly grown over the
two decades  (you know that Masikhule means ‘we are growing’, right? 😊) and
we still plan to achieve so much more! 
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Our most grateful thanks to our dedicated team (including all of those who
have been a part of our journey over the last two decades) who make this
possible, as well as our amazing donors, supporters and partners. We also
wish to acknowledge the inspiring women who we work with at about 80 ECD
Centres in our area – you are what makes this all worthwhile as we see you
implementing our training and nurturing the children in your care to make sure
they keep on track.

 #togetherwecanmakeadifference

MASIKHULE CELEBRATES
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY!

NEWSLETTER

MASIKHULE'S EARLY LEARNING RESOURCE LIBRARY
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This year started with a bang with our Early Learning Resource Library team doing their first deliveries by 17 January. This was
previously unheard of – but it seems the ECD Centres were ready to start their learning programs right from day one – and we
wanted to ensure that they had the theme bags, book bags and resources that they needed right away. Thanks to our new MasiVAN,
funded by ILANGA Foundation, our team could deliver resources safely and timeously.

01/01/2025 - 30/03/2025

Library members                                   59

Deliveries/Collections                  233

Theme Bags issued                          338

Book Packs issued                           1920

TOTAL ITEMS ISSUED            8680



Early Intervention  is one of our pillars and Occupational Therapy (OT) Group Sessions are part of this pillar to
ensure young children keep on track.
These OT sessions are:

completed once a month at 6 ECD Centres
focused on using activities to improve and develop vital early learning skills.

Important to note is that incorporating a variety of gross and fine motor motor activities into the daily program is
important as it helps children improve their muscle memory, motor planning, build coordination, improve balance,
and gain confidence in their movements. This allows them to perform everyday activities with ease.

Part of our Early Intervention is Screening. This is a way of analyzing the difference that Masikhule’s ELP has on
the early learning development of the children. A few Centres are chosen every year to be screened by our OT at
the beginning and end of the year. A group of over 100 3-4 and 4-5 year olds were screened early in the year and
will  receive group sessions with our OT Over the years we have found that children at ECD Centres that implement
Masikhule's ELP along with mentorship, show a significant improvement in the development of their early learning
skills when retested at the end of the year. 

MASIKHULE ELP and  FOUNDATION TRAINING 
By the 7  of February we had completed our five-day Foundation Training Course for the new group of 21 ECD
educators attending the Early Learning Program (ELP) training during the first semester of 2025. 
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The Foundation Training serves as an introduction to understanding how babies and young children develop and
learn, the importance of purposeful play for holistic development, the value of implementing a focused daily
program and how to plan for successful implementation. 

From there these educators have gone on to attend our fortnightly ELP training sessions until  the end of June.
This includes training manuals, mentorship, guidance and resources to ensure optimal implementation in their
classrooms. 
Our grateful thanks to our donors for their generous support for these programs - many children will  benefit from
their teachers being upskilled and empowered for years to come.

Another important element to keeping children on track is the use of our innovative app,
MASKOT, designed as a resource hub for teachers and to enhance early learning skills
- setting young children up for success! Have a look at these two recent articles
explaining why this free-to-access app is beneficial for all  people who work with
children from 0 –  5 years of age:

https://www.goodthingsguy.com/lifestyle/masikhule-app-revolutionises-ecd-
learning-skills/

 https://www.thegoodnewspaper.net/post/keeping-children-on-track 

EARLY INTERVENTION THROUGH OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Masikhule's Online Early Learning Program
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One of our pillars is ECD Resources  and we are incredibly grateful to donors who are able to make
regular or once-off donations so that we can fulfill  these needs at the over 80 ECD Centres we work with:

Indoor and outdoor chalkboards 
Reading corners and junior book nooks
Plastic tables and chairs
Bag hooks
Mattress brackets
Art drying racks
Children's aprons

Should you wish to make a contribution to these special projects, please do so here:   

In March we were thrilled to be a part of the Teachers’  Conference hosted by The Helderberg Sunrise Rotary
Club at Bundles of Joy Preschool in Macassar. At this dynamic event we were represented by Karen Bufé  and
Léanne Keet who gave a talk on the importance of purposeful play, the value of sensory learning experiences
and how to keep all  children on track through the grading / laddering of learning experiences.

ROTARY CONFERENCE 2025: TOOLS FOR CHAMPION TEACHERS 

M.E.E.T.T. - MASIKHULE EARLY EDUCATION TEACHER TRAINING
This week saw us completing our first MEETT course with 29 attendees from 25 ECD Centres. What a wonderful
time we all  had!  MEETT was introduced this year as we had become aware of the training needs of many new staff
at  ECD Centres within the Helderberg area.

This hands-on training ensured that each educator has an understanding of the following, for example:
Basic principles of child development 0 –  5 years
The value of Purposeful Play
Learning through our Senses
Teaching Basic Concepts in the early years
Creating practical,  age-related play and teaching resources from waste
ECD classroom management
Introduction to the Masikhule Early Learning Program
Practical daily and weekly planning using MASKOT (Masikhule's online Early Learning Program 

SPECIAL PROJECTS

THANK YOU
“EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO OPPORTUNITY IN OUR

SOCIETY, AND THE EQUALITY OF EDUCATIONAL

OPPORTUNITY MUST BE THE BIRTHRIGHT OF EVERY

CITIZEN.

 - LYNDON B. JOHNSON

https://masikhule.org/ways-to-give/#donate
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