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Mandela Day was so special – our grateful thanks to everyone who
contributed - either by creating wonderful woollen goodies,
donating blankets, beanies, books and more, or joining us to knit,
cover books, sort and pack.
The generosity of the contributions still amazes us - and the
special people who make sure they are a part of this every year
bring us so much joy. Our team’s arms and hearts are full!
We thoroughly enjoyed distributing the winter goodies to 25 ECD
Centres with hundreds of little ones excited by their beautiful
winter woollies! 
Thank you again for helping us make a difference.

TRAINING AND MENTORING
In the first semester of 2025, Masikhule’s Early Learning Program (ELP) for children aged 0 – 3 and 3–5 years showed
excellent progress. Focused on empowering ECD educators through hands-on training, continuous mentorship and
resource support, the program aims to practically train them to implement a holistic theme-based early learning program. 
The use of MASKOT, Masikhule’s online learning program, has made a significant difference in supporting the educators
with online resources needed to implement the ELP effectively and continuously.  
To ensure the educators are well-equipped for solid implementation in their ECD Centres, ELP Theme Bags were
distributed, each containing learning resources, educational games, and books to engage and inspire children. These
Theme Bags were returned after each theme cycle, allowing for shared use. Each teacher also received a stationery and
resource kit, allowing them to effectively implement the ELP in their classrooms.  Our mentors offer encouragement,
boost collaboration, and help the ECD educators develop confidence, while also facilitating professional growth and
development. This, in turn, enhances the quality of education and builds a stronger, more supportive community within the
ECD Centres. 
In June, 19 ECD principals and educators celebrated the completion of their course with a graduation ceremony. The
graduation was a joyous occasion and we thank the Masikhule team who trained and mentored them, the donors who made
this possible and the women who have successfully been implementing this training over the past 5 months. Hundreds of
children in the 19 ECD Centres will benefit from this on an ongoing basis!



Five ECD centres receive monthly OT group
sessions to develop early learning skills, using
MASKOT (Masikhule's online ELP) activities to
demonstrate that these resources are accessible
and practical for all teachers. Rooted in
occupational therapy principles, the sessions aim to
build foundational skills like muscle tone, strength,
endurance, and range of motion - key for fine motor
control. Activities like tearing paper, rolling balls
and pasting improve bilateral coordination,
supporting skill development for scissor cutting
and drawing. During these sessions, teachers are
always encouraged to participate and assist the
OT. This allows them to observe how OT principles
are implemented to support children with
developmental and learning delays. A total of 25 OT
group sessions have been completed so far and 50
sessions will be completed by the end of the year. 

Many teachers actively use the MASKOT app daily, integrating its
resources into their classrooms. This creative platform has had over
100 000 theme views and 20 000 resource views. The top 10 MASKOT
Masikhule users are recognised monthly to encourage continued
engagement. There are currently 906 active users and this continues
to grow.
Teachers have provided overwhelmingly positive feedback, noting
that MASKOT has enhanced their teaching methods and
environments, particularly in structure, creativity, and early
development focus. Its offline functionality and occupational therapy-
directed content are particularly beneficial. 

 Have a read HERE

EARLY INTERVENTION

A heartfelt thank you to our amazing team of 10 volunteers who
help us with our ELRL every week - and who have done so for
years! Once a week these dedicated ladies assist with
checking-in the theme bags from the ECD Centres to make sure
each bag is in perfect condition for the next delivery. This
entails cleaning, counting, checking, replacing and fixing each
item, as needed. Thank you!
The first half of 2025 was a busy and productive time for the
ELRL as we have a record number of members, and we have
delivered more theme bags and reading books to ECD centres
than ever before! Our grateful thanks to the generous donor
who makes this possible.

 EARLY LEARNING RESOURCE LIBRARY

63 ECd centre members 496 deliveries

From Jan - end June 2025:

18320 Ecd items issued708 theme bags delivered

https://masikhule.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Village-Explorer-June2025.jpg


We are looking forward to a busy second semester with many new training opportunities - Early Learning
Program training, Masikhule Early Education Teacher Training (MEETT), ELDAS and First Aid training.
Please keep an eye out for opportunities to support our passionate sportswomen and sportsmen as they take
on ultra events to help drive our fundraising efforts!

Our grateful thanks to Apple Tool & Gas and St Andrews Church for
enabling us to purchase 20 more junior book nooks for the little ones in
many of the ECD Centres we work with. We would love to add to the
stock with more board books, which are perfect for little hands - new or
gently used. Wordless, isiXhosa, English or Afrikaans will all be most
welcome! Books for children up to 5 years of age are also needed. If
you can donate, please drop at our offices on the first floor of Elwil
Building, 14 Caledon Street, Somerset West during office hours
(Monday to Friday). Should you have any questions, please email
info@masikhule.org - thank you.

ECD RESOURCES: EARLY LITERACY

EARLY NUTRITION
Masikhule facilitates the delivery of nutritious porridge as well as healthy
meals to facilitate play, learning and growth. Thanks to Upside Trust, we are
excited to now be partnering with the Startwell Foundation to provide a
superior breakfast solution to 45 community-based ECD Centres and 2178
young children. Children will also be monitored and their measurements
recorded to ensure we are meeting their nutritional needs. The Startwell
Foundation team did an in-depth training session with the principals to ensure
efficient implementation and record keeping.

This term we were also able to provide Wonderbags to another 12 ECD Centres
- much to the Principals' and staff's delight!
The Wonderbag is a non-electric slow cooker that uses heat-retention
technology to continue cooking food once your pan has been removed from the
heat source. With no additional gas/electric being used, ECD Centres benefit
from reduced energy bills, less time spent cooking, and lower emissions.

LOOKING AHEAD....

THE  HIGHLIGHT  OF  THE  SECOND  SEMESTER

WILL  BE  OUR  AGM  ON  11  SEPTEMBER.

A  WONDERFUL  OPPORTUNITY  TO

CELEBRATE  20 YEARS  OF  MEANINGFUL

PARTNERSHIPS, ADDING  VALUE  AND  HAVING

IMPACT  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY.
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